
“Foot fair, draw to a hair.  Your stone being well directed.  You’ll hit your aim and win your 
game.  If you miss, be not dejected.”

December 2018News…from the Hack!

Have you got your finest or ugliest sweater ready 
to party?  Wear it to the RMCC’s annual holiday 
bash.  There will be prizes for the best and worst 
sweaters.  You also don’t want to miss the  
rousing tradition of singing Christmas carols.  

Friday, December 7, 18h00
See menu next page.

Your hosts, Jaime Hutchison and Deanna Allen, 
will be collecting canned and dried goods to 
donate to a local foodbank.  All who donate will 
receive a “gourmet” candy cane.  Also, every 
guest will make a $5 donation to Kurling for Kids.  

We hope to see you there!  

“Hey Dude! That sweater is…PERFECT
for the RMCC Holiday Party!“

And from the not-so-fun party category:  A Maintenance Party!
Your Coaching Committee is looking for help! We're having a maintenance party, to perform 
upkeep on the equipment that we rely on for Public Curling Instruction (aka rentals): brooms, 
grippers, and sliders.  When: Sunday, Dec 2nd, at 2pm.  It shouldn't take more than a couple of 
hours if enough people participate.  Please contact us at wooderton2@gmail.com, if you are willing 
to help.   

Many thanks,  Andrew Wood. 
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RMCC Holiday Party Menu

Chef choice appetizers

Celery-root and apple cream soup 

with sage oil and bits of prosciutto

Beef filet mignon with green peppercorn 

sauce

Sweet potato purée

Sautéed mushrooms

Green beans rolled in bacon

Christmas chocolate trilogy:

 Hot brownies

 Profitéroles

 Praliné mousse with crumble

Prepared by Chef Jean-Denis Doyle

55$, plus tax plus service
($5 will be added to your account as a Kurling for Kids donation)
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KURLING FOR KIDS KORNER

Event Date: Sat Mar 30, 2019

Attention League Organizers!
We challenge every league to come up with a 
K4K fundraising opportunity within your 
league.  Turkey draw to the button, 50/50 
draw, bake sale, hog line violations.... 
There are lots of ways to make it fun and 
make it profitable 

RMCC Christmas party
Are you attending the 
ugly (or not) sweater 
party on December 7th? 
If so, you’ll be supporting 
K4K – a $5 donation will 
be added to every ticket. 
Thank you!

Do you know a potential corporate sponsor?
K4K is totally revamping their corporate sponsorship 
program for 2019. Right now corporate donations only 
contribute a small portion to the final fundraising total, 
and they know they can do better. Stay tuned for more 
details by email, but if you think your company or your 
employer would like to get involved, please let us know!

Want to help out?
Curl on March 30. Or don’t  . 
Fundraise. Sell tickets. 
Volunteer at the event with 
registration, activities, food, 
ice prep etc.  There are so 
many ways you can 
contribute! We will have more 
info shortly – but if you have 
any questions now, please 
contact Tracy Johnstone 
tjohnstone@videotron.ca

Goal: $500,000
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Michael Stearns
President/Président

Dear members,
I trust you are enjoying your curling season to date. Our 
leagues are active and continue to grow with new members as 
they complete the Learn to Curl program. Please introduce 
yourself and make all feel welcome.

As we continue to emphasize our education platform, please 
take a few minutes to read the curling lessons (1-5) on the 
School of Rocks board and sign the register. This is very 
important to our getting and keeping (if we get it) the 
exemption for Property Taxes. A little knowledge can go a long 
way towards improving your game!

We have our first traditional event coming up Saturday
December 1st, the St-Andrews’ Luncheon, a feast and display of Scottish regalia not to be missed.
Friday December 7th is our club Christmas party, an occasion to mingle, dine and sing songs with 
your fellow members.  

Sweep hard and good curling!

Chers membres,
J'espère que vous profitez de votre saison de curling à ce jour. Nos ligues sont actives et 
continuent de grandir avec un bon nombre de nouveaux membres qui terminent le programme 
Learn to Curl. Veuillez vous présenter et faire en sorte que tous se sentent les bienvenus.

Nous continuons à mettre l’accent sur notre plate-forme d’éducation, svp prenez quelques 
minutes pour lire les leçons de curling (1 à 5) inscrites au tableau de School of Rocks et signer le 
registre. Ceci est très important pour nous d'obtenir et de conserver (si nous l'obtenons) 
l'exemption des taxes foncières.  Un peu de connaissance peut contribuer grandement à 
améliorer votre jeu!

Nous organisons notre premier événement traditionnel le samedi 1er décembre, le dîner de St-
Andrews, un festin et une exposition de traditions écossaises à ne pas manquer.

Le vendredi 7 décembre est la fête de Noël de notre club, une occasion d’échanger, bien manger 
et de chanter des chansons avec vos collègues.

Balayer fort et bon curling!
Michael 
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Breaking news – Nov. 27 Elfrida Payson Bonspiel results

RMCC sent 2 teams to the Elfrida Payson Bonspiel at Lachine, on Tuesday , November 27th. The 
teams were Margaret Armour, skip,  Bev. Hutchison, Addie Hare, and Tracy Johnstone. They were 
the winners of the morning draw. Jane Allan skipped the second team, with Mary Whittemore, 
Brede Merrigan and Diana Gregory. 

The weather was miserable, but the hospitality and curling were first class. We all had a wonderful 
time.                 

Submitted by Beverley Hutchison 

The Elf on the Shelf offers this pre-game advice:  Be prepared to step on the ice at 
the designated  time. If you are unable to make a game, advise your skip ahead of 
time and arrange for a spare. Greet each member of the opposing team with a 
handshake, a self-introduction and a wish for good curling.
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Lobster on the menu for Wed night?
Tracy Johnstone embraced the Hallowe’en spirit on October 31st

for the Wednesday evening curling.  Then, in an ironic twist, she
promoted the Oyster dinner to members – a wily move which 
no doubt pleased the members of her pod.   

Diner:  “Waiter, waiter, this lobster’s only got one claw.” 
Waiter:  “It must have been in a fight, sir.”
Diner:  “Then bring me the winner.”

St. Andrew’s Day Luncheon, Saturday, Dec 1st

On this day, the RMCC will be holding its annual St. Andrew's 
Day Luncheon, a tradition going back nearly a century. Taking 
place the day after the grand St. Andrew's Ball, this luncheon 
is a smorgasbord of meat (ham, roast beef and brisket) and 
traditional side dishes with a Black Watch piper and the 
Scottish Royalty in attendance. Past RMCC Presidents and 
guests from the St-Andrew's Society get ceremoniously piped 
to the table along with their Guests of Honour and sit down
to a toast to the Queen.  Meat carvers brandished with very 
sharp knives proudly slice generous portions to guests.  Kilts and Scottish formal attire are on 
prominent display. 

The cost is $65, with the bar opening at 11:30am and lunch beginning at 1pm. RSVP directly to the 
office at administration@royalmontrealcurling.ca if you are interested in attending. 
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Oyster night, a shucking good time!
Cub reporter, Tracy Johnstone, was on the scene for Oyster Night at the RMCC on Thursday, 

The Oyster bar buffet

Michael and Louise TaubPaul Adamson, Françoise Gerbaulet, Michel Caie

November 22, and sent in these 
fabulous photos.  According to TJ, 
it was a  “GREAT event” with 75 
people, members and guests, on 
hand to sample 1250 oysters.  

“Daniel Notkins (the head oyster 
shucker) was amazing and so 
friendly.  He spoke a bit about 
oysters and then fielded a tonne of 
good questions from the crowd, 
which prompted even more 
interesting stories.” 

Ladies Christmas Lunch – December 17th

The Ladies Christmas Lunch will be held Monday, December 17 at 12 noon at the RMCC.  A  warm 
invitation is extended to all social members and all the Monday and Thursday AM curlers.  There will 
be an opportunity to contribute to the Gazette Christmas fund.  The cost of lunch is $22.  Please sign 
up via the bulletin board or let Jenny know in the office before Dec.12.  Ho! Ho! Ho!

Skill testing question:  How does the club get decorated for the festive season every year?
Answer:  It’s the Ladies, of course!

Submitted by Patricia Hamilton
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The complete 2018 – 2019 events calendar

Date Event

01-Dec-18 St Andrew’s Day Luncheon: members of The St. Andrew’s Society and
their guest of honour are our guests. All members and guests, 12h00

7-Dec-18 RMCC Holiday Party:  all members and guests, 18h00
*don’t forget your Food Bank donation!

01-Jan-19 New Year’s Levee and Brunch ( War Memorial): New Year’s tradition 
mixing morning curling (10h00) and exceptional food 12h00).  All 
members and guests.

24-Jan-19 Founders Day and The Robbie Burns Dinner:  Celebration of Scottish 
bard, Robbie Burns and Club foundations of January 22, 1807. All 
members and guests, 18h00

03-Feb-19 Super Bowl Party:  all members and guests, 17h00

13-Mar-19 Irish Pub Night:  all members and guests, 18h00

23-Mar-19 Richler Cup Qualifications 2 (Snooker):  all members and public, 12h00

30-Mar-19 Kurling 4 Kids:  charity event where 12 curing clubs in the Montreal 
area raise money for The Montreal Children’s Hospital and L’Hôpital
Ste-Justine.  Members enter teams, fundraise, sell raffle tickets or 
become a sponsor, 09h00-17h00

26-Apr-19 Closing Night:   all members and guests. Competition prizes are 
presented, 18h00

Historical Notes:  early days of the Royal Caledonia
In 1840, the Montreal Curling Club and the Belfast Curling Club were the first to be admitted to the 
Royal Caledonia Curling Club which had been founded in 1838 by 36 Scottish clubs.  In 1852, four 
Canadian clubs (Montreal, Thistle, Quebec and Stadacona) formed the Canadian Branch with James 
Tyre as its first president.  Subsequently, Caledonia, Bytown and Cobourg joined the Branch.  Finally, 
Toronto and other southern Ontario clubs joined by then split off in 1874 to form their own Ontario 
branch.  

Submitted by Pat Forbes, Club Historian
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Try curling attracts ~50 
participants
About 50 people each paid $15 to try 
curling for an hour at the RMCC October 
27.   The RMCC collaborated with Curling 
Canada on a social media campaign to 
attract the participants.  Then, Abbie 
Darnley (in red jacket) from Rock Solid 
Productions led the guests through the 
basics of how to throw a rock, how to 
score and how to sweep.  The 
participants then played two ends. 

Abbie’s instruction was geared to hitting 
the highlights of curling and ending the 
instruction at the maximum point of 
interest, thereby creating an appetite for 
the participants to sign up for lessons.  

One couple brought their two daughters 
and, after the mother delivered her 
stone, she yelled at her children to 
“Hurry Hard”.  She remarked:  “That right 
there, that was worth the $15”.   

Thanks to Andrew Wood and Giovina
Rogers for coordinating the afternoon’s 
activities.  And thanks to the member-
coaches in attendance.  

Student examines role of curling in Quebec society
On November 11th, RMCC President, Michael Stearns welcomed a Masters journalism 
student from l'Ecole de Journalisme de Grenoble, France.  Élise Martin is an exchange 
student at UQAM (Université du Québec à Montréal) studying with sports specialist Alain 
Gerbier, Département de communication sociale et publique. In this, her final 'stage', 
she examines the role of curling in Québec society. 

Louis Bédard gave her an extensive tour of the Clubhouse and ice shed, explaining the sport, and 
with Manager, Jenny Jasper, a brief history of the oldest curling club in North America. Barbara 
MacLeod Rey is assisting her in liaising with various sources for her research. 
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Skate With Santa
One of our members is lacing up his skates and 
dressing up as the Jolly Old Elf himself to 
support a good cause.  

The annual event is open to children of all 
ages and provides an opportunity to be sure 
you’re on the ‘nice’ list.

Please bring an unwrapped toy in support of 
the Montreal Diet Dispensary and the 
downtown YWCA.

Patiner avec le père noël
Un de nos membres mets ses patins et se 
déguise en Père Noël pour soutenir une bonne 
cause.  

L’événement annuel est ouvert aux enfants de 
tous les âges et vous permet de vous assurer 
que vous êtes sur la liste des ‘bons’ enfants.

Veuillez svp apporter un jouet non emballé
pour soutenir le Dispensary Diet de Montréal 
et le YWCA du centre-ville.

Dimanche le 9 décembre
Sunday December 9th 
15h00-16h20
Lower Canada College rink
4099 Royal avenue
Notre Dame de Grâce

Any idea who this is?  Qui est-ce? See page 11. Voir page 11.     

What is a "broom head donation box“?
Changing up the pad on your broom?  Don’t throw the used one out.  
Instead, donate it to the RMCC.  Your old pads will become backup 
heads/brushes for club brooms. We'll keep the donation box in the 
closet at the hack end of sheet three.  

Submitted by Andrew Wood
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Used laptop wanted

Kudos to C. Tabah and team Selwyn House

Daughter of RMCC member, Matt 
Bean, demonstrates the ill-advised 
one-handed brushing technique.

Answer to the 
question on page 10:  
RMCC president 
Michael Stearns is 
Santa on skates!
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Votre club est à la recherche d’un 
laptop seconde main pour des 
présentations avec le projecteur et 
pour utilisation pour les affaires du 
club.

Si vous avez un laptop dont vous ne 
faites pas usage et êtes prêt à le 
partager avec le club, svp contacter :

The RMCC is looking for a second-hand 
laptop for use with our projector for 
presentations during events and for 
member’s usage for club-related 
business. 

If you have such a laptop that you do not 
make use of and are willing to share with 
the club, please contact by email one of 
the following:

Jim Mathewson
jwm.mtl@gmail.com

Esther Wearing
wearing@videotron.ca

Louis Bédard
louis.bedard@sympatico.ca

RMCC member, Caroline Tabah, is responsible for coaching the Selwyn 
House students. Selwyn recently won both their games against Centennial 
Academy.  Well done coach and team!
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Member profiles

Dory Reimer
Member 2010

Stéohane Frigon
Member 2013

The Hack
asked these 
folks to 
complete 
the 
following 
phrases:

I joined the 
RMCC because:

I bought a TV set and 
watched Olympic 
curling with my son, 
Anatole,  and I 
immediately saw 
myself as becoming 
an Olympic champion.

When asked 

what I do for a

living, I reply:

I’m a retired college 
visual arts teacher 
(photography, 
painting, etc.), and 
now do my own work.

Other than 

curling, I am  

very good at:

making lasagna   OR  
other than curling, I’m 
BAD at cutting my 
own hair

A piece of advice
to my younger
self:

I got to try curling 
while at Cégep and 
fell in love with the 
sport and wanted to 
play more.

Start curling at a 
younger age instead of 
an age when your bones 
start getting stiff

I am currently studying 
accounting full time at 
HEC Montréal and 
working part time as 
financial analyst.

Playing tennis and 
board games, 
swimming, saying puns 
(in french)

Invest in Technologies! 
Buy stock in Apple!

Writing, biking, making 
Mac & Cheese from 
scratch.

I work for one of the Big 
5 banks. I'm technically 
not supposed to say 
which one (but I do 
recommend you open an 
account at RBC®!)

Mom and I really got into 
the 2010 Olympic curling 
matches on TV, and 
wanted to try curling for 
ourselves. RMCC was the 
most accessible club for 
us. I have not regretted 
trying the sport since.

Do not worry if 
things don't always 
go according to 
plans.

Anatole Manniste
Member 2010

December 2018
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Wednesday guest speaker luncheons* 11h30 – bar/ 12h15 - lunch

Date Speaker/Subject

05-Dec-18 Andy Shatilla, 2018 Scotland Tour

12-Dec-18 Matthew Zoern, Drones

16-Jan-19 Michel Langelier, Innovation Consortium, Artificial Intelligence/QC Innovation Plan

23-Jan-19 Sam Allison, Scottish heritage topic for Robbie Burns week

06-Feb-19 Anne Legacé-Dawson, False news

20-Feb-19 Stéphanie Lassonde, Reviving the Champlain Bridge

*Please note that a light lunch will be offered on Wednesdays when no speaker scheduled.

New-member orientation
The membership Committee held an orientation session for new members to give information 
about the club and answer any questions.   The session began with a hearty WELCOME to the oldest 
sporting club in North America.  New members were told about the management of the club, the 
Board of Directors and the different board committees and how decisions are brought to the general 
membership at the AGM and semi-AGM. There was also a segment on membership types: 

single league; unlimited curling; and social.  All curling members, 
regardless of single or  unlimited can play in any club bonspiel, and

Spoons on Saturday mornings.

The session covered evening and weekend leagues, such as the “beginner-friendly” 
Triples, played on Sunday afternoons.  Members were also reminded of their 

Information was also shared about some of the daytime leagues
and activities, like the Tuesday wellness class and the Wednesday guest

speaker luncheons.  Friday interclub was highlighted for new members over
50 who may wish to experience the ice of other curling clubs around Montreal. 

responsibilities to be reliable, or alert their team early so a spare may be arranged.  
There is a lot of info for new members to absorb and the above items cover just a fraction of it. 
Seasoned members are welcome to share their knowledge to help our newest members 
feel at home.    
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“The Finest Consignment of Curling Stones Ever…”
By Angus MacTavish, Curling in Detroit, April 11, 2018, http://detroitcurling.blogspot.com/

There should have been noise – lots of noise.  But, it was eerily silent.  Everything moved in slow 
motion.  Some of the crates burst open.  Red ones and blue ones toppled out.  Some rolled; 

Glasgow.  She was a 13,465 gross ton ship, length 526 feet, beam 66 feet, one funnel, two masts, 
twin screw and a service speed of 15 knots. On her maiden voyage, she sailed from Glasgow to 
Liverpool, Quebec and Montreal and returned to Glasgow. This became her normal route. In 
March 1927 she was refitted to carry additional passengers. The ship could now accommodate 
314 cabin-, 310 tourist-, and 928 third-class passengers. The cargo capacity was 1,000 tons. 
the Athenia returned to Glasgow from Canada on August 28, 1939.  Over the next few days her 
cargo was unloaded.  It was mostly foodstuffs (grain, butter, eggs), but there was aluminum and 
copper as well, much needed for the manufacture of aircraft and munitions.  Approximately 880 
tons were loaded to be transported to Canada. 

To continue reading this fascinating tale of curling stones
lost at sea, including the real story behind these press 
clippings, visit  http://detroitcurling.blogspot.com/

some slid.  Finally all movement ceased.   

Two hundred seventy-eight came to rest 
on the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean 200 
miles off the coast of Ireland.  Only 
curlers would mourn their fate.  The SS 
Athenia had been sunk by a torpedo fired 
from U-30 – a German U-boat.  World 
War II was only hours old…..

…..The SS Athenia, a passenger ship, was 
built in 1922 for the Donaldson Line of

The ill-fated  SS Athena

http://detroitcurling.blogspot.com/
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