
Foot fair, draw to a hair.    

Your stone being well directed.  

You’ll hit your aim and win your game.  

If you miss, be not dejected.
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As seen on Twitter – Mr. T!

Member rentals 30% off
A reminder to the membership that if you organize a curling 

event for your workplace, church group or family gathering, 

the walk-in price is reduced by 30%.  Contact the office today 

to secure the best remaining days and times. 

RMCC Office hours

Mon, Wed, Fri:  8am – 4pm. 

Tues, Thurs:  8am-6pm. 

Welcome new members:
 Thomas Backman

 Anna  Chang

 Cara  Degelman

 Dwayne Filipchuk

 David Ford

 Peter Grogono

 Frank Moller

 Alycia Noë

 Mark Son

 Bradley Thompson

 Phil Tock

 Jennifer Wood
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Board meeting recap – Feb 3rd

The RMCC’s board of directors met February 3 in a brainstorming session to discuss challenges and 

opportunities for the future.  The group 

discussed the following:  

 Board members’ visions for the 

RMCC

 Overall club finances

 Rental opportunities

 Membership fees, incentives to join

 Strategies to attract new members, 

such as the Olympic Open House

 Alternative uses for the club (ice shed 

and clubhouse), both in-season and 

off-season

 Existing service contracts:  Curlzone

(curling development) and Coolrocks

(ice maintenance)

 Expansion of curling leagues to use 

weekend hours

 Food and beverage services

 Municipal taxes –reduction or exemption

 Staffing

 Selling advertising space in the ice shed, OR to pay for member directory, etc.

 Board transparency

Are you red carpet ready?

Closing dinner and awards night

Friday,

April 20



President’s message: make 
the most of your curling 
opportunities

Dear Fellow Curlers,

I trust your season continues to provide fun 

and fellowship.  

The Olympics have energized the club 

tremendously and we had a very successful 

open house event February 17th.

I wish to thank all those who helped in 

presenting our club in such favorable light.   

Be sure to introduce yourself and welcome 

the new faces around the club.

Still six weeks to go so make the most of your 

curling opportunities and good luck to all in 

their league playoffs.

Good curling.

Michael Stearns

Message du president: 
profitez au maximum de vos
occasions de curling 

Chers amis de curling,

J’espère que votre saison continue de 

procurer du plaisir et de la camaraderie.  Les 

Jeux olympiques ont énormément dynamisé 

le club et nous avons eu un événement portes 

ouvertes très réussi le 17 février.

Je tiens à remercier tous ceux qui ont aidé à 

présenter notre club sous une lumière aussi 

favorable.  Assurez-vous de vous présenter et 

d'accueillir les nouveaux visages autour du 

club.

Encore six semaines à jouer, profitez au 

maximum de vos occasions de curling et 

bonne chance à tous dans les séries 

éliminatoires de leurs ligues.

Bon curling.

Michael Stearns
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Wednesday guest speaker luncheons (upcoming)

Date Speaker/Subject

Mar. 7
Pierre-Albert Sévigny: Québec's L’Unité 

Permanente Anti-Corruption (UPAC)

Mar. 14 No speaker

Mar. 21
Janet Torge, Radical Resthomes:  A shake-up in 

Senior Housing

Mar. 28 Joany Pagé:  Bitcoin technology

April 4 Paul Desmarais III, Artificial Intelligence

April 11 Marc Garneau, MP for Notre-Dame-de-Grâce
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RMCC Open House brings over 150 visitors

If the number of boots was anything to go by, the 

RMCC’s Olympic Open House was a roaring success.  

Over 150 people took their turns, in groups of 10, to 

go onto the ice and learn about the game.  Even 

CBC television showed up to take some video 

for the 6 o’clock news.  

Member volunteers were on hand to welcome, 

register, inform and coach the visitors.  Other 

members had made snacks to keep the guests fed 

while they awaited their turn on the ice.  

Right: President Michael 

Stearns speaking with CBC 

(photo courtesy of CBC News)

Left: a 

sweeping 

tutorial

(photo 

courtesy of 

CBC News)
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Kurling for Kids – let’s break our fundraising record!
• The highlight of the Kurling for Kids campaign is the big city-wide curling event on Saturday, 

April 7th. Last year, Montreal and area curlers raised over $360,000. RMCC generated a record 

$22,000 of that and we hope to do even better this year! All proceeds are split 50-50 between The 

Montreal Children's Hospital and l'Hôpital Ste-Justine. 

There are many ways you can help to make the RMCC campaign a success:  create or join a team;  

sell raffle tickets (see prizes below); encourage online contributions; raise money within your curling 

league; or become a volunteer. For more info, please contact one of the organizing team members: 

514-931-3084

514-487-5307

514-951-8949 

514-777-4532

514-488-8160

patheg@sympatico.ca

marie.j.beland@gmail.com

jwm.mtl@gmail.com

tjohnstone@videotron.ca

apetronko@sympatico.ca

Pat Forbes

Marie Béland

Jim Mathewson 

Tracy Johnstone 

Addie Petronko
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Front row, from l to r:  Beverley Hutchison, a Montreal 

West curler, Brede Merrigan and Barbara MacLeod-

Rey.  Back row:  Curlers from Montreal West

Ladies curling update
On Feb.9, a  RMCC Ladies team were 

winners vs Montreal West Curling Club 

(MWCC) held Feb.9. in a city-wide bonspiel.  

See photo at right.

On Feb 15, RMCC Ladies held a very 

successful lunch and bridge at the club. 

Seven tables of bridge plus 10 non card–

players attended. Sandra Jones, President of 

the MWCC Ladies was a guest and was 

presented with our gift of a brass bell on an 

inscribed wooden plaque to be wall 

mounted (See photos below). This gift is to 

celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 

MWCC Ladies Group.  Two teams from 

RMCC Ladies also played in the Anniversary 

Bonspiel at Montreal West Feb 24. 

Barbara MacLeod-Rey (left) presents Sandra Jones, President of the MWCC Ladies with a 100th

anniversary gift:  a brass bell with a plaque.    
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Irish Pub Night
Wednesday, March 14, 2018

Cocktails: 6pm -- Dinner: 7pm
(Guests welcome - $35)

featuring:
The Cats in the Kitchen
& DELICIOUS pub fare including: 

• Three Leprechaun Salads
• Irish Shepherd’s Pie
• Lucky Charm Chocolate Cake 
…and lots of Irish Coffee!

RSVP:  administration@royalmontrealcurling.ca or 
sign up on the Club bulletin board before the end of 
the day March 12, 2018 

Ted Thompson Trophy
On February 22, RMCC Ladies won their 

semi-final match against Lacolle and 

advanced to the final.  They will 

challenge another LCA winner for the Ted 

Thompson trophy on April 10 at Baie

d’Urfé Curling Club.  From left to right:  

Addie Petronko, Jane Allan, Beverley 

Hutchison (skip) and Nancy Buzzell.

Birks competition
This Birks will be held March 15 at RMCC
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Want to be our next Guardian of the Galaxy Trophies?
Our current guardian, Mary-Jo Gascon, an RMCC member, volunteers her time to look after the 

various RMCC trophies.  Mary-Jo is looking to hand the torch to another member. Her issue with 

this responsibility is simply having to carry some of the trophies. They can be quite heavy. 

Interested?  Please let Mary-Jo know.  The description of duties is below:  

1) getting the names of the winners of the special bonspiels, league winners, etc. 

from the Match Committee Chairperson

2) taking the respective trophies to an engraver (there is a wonderful 

one in Pointe Claire, and there are others downtown)

3) replacing the trophies into the cabinets

Mary Jo has a key for the large cabinet upstairs by the stairway. 

The Office has keys for the cabinets in the Trophy Room. 

The ladies group do their own trophies, so the beautiful cabinet 

in the corner of the dining room is not a guardian 

responsibility.  During the season there are about 

12 trophies to be updated. They are:

- January 1st Levy

- Hugh Paton

- Centenary A,B, and C

- Baillie

- Chicken League (3 trophies including 2 roosters)

- Doug Brown

- Singles

- Mixed League 

The timing of the engraving can be done at the guardian’s discretion. The total cost for the year is 

about $150.00. The Office will reimburse the guardian as soon as the receipts are submitted. 

RMCC polling station – October 1
The RMCC will be a polling station for the October 1, 2018 Provincial 

election.   Approximately 1,500 people are expected and voting booths will 

be set up on the 2nd floor.   

The club is planning to have representatives and information available for 

any voters whose interest in curling might be piqued.   Compensation to the 

club is $1000.
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Member profiles

Sarah Leask

Member 2013
Hadwen White

Member 2017

The Hack

asked these 

folks to 

complete 

the 

following 

phrases:

I joined the 

RMCC because:
I always wanted to 

try it. My colleagues 

were members and 

suggested I join.

When asked 

what I do for a

living, I reply:

I'm a meteorologist 

In the 

summer, you 

will find me:

either on the tennis 

court, golf course, 

bike, kayak...

A passion and a

pet peeve:

I’ve always been interested 

in learning to curl. The 

RMCC has historical 

significance, and it’s 

conveniently located.

Passion: Design

Peeve: Messiness 

I work in finance, have 

an MBA in investment 

management and I’m a 

level III candidate in the 

CFA program.

outdoors, anywhere 

outdoors...

Passion:  Living each 

day to the fullest and 

having FUN!  Peeve: 

unreliable people; 

those who say they 

will do it and do not.    

playing golf and hoping 

for ‘ gimme ‘ putts. I 

like to putter in the 

garden, & grow flowers 

to put in my home. 

I am a homemaker.

I wanted to get back on 

the ice. I used to figure 

skate.  I joined when my 

four sons were in school 

full-time.

Passion: Cooking. 

Peeve: Road 

works/construction. 

Beverley Hutchison

Member 1976

March 2018



News…from the Hack!

10

March 2018

And the rocks go marching 2x4, hurrah, hurrah 

Reminder to Club Curlers:

Please place your rocks in a 2 x 4 format after your games (not 1 x 8).    Our ice tech crew needs 

them 2x4 so that when they come to hot-mop behind the back line, they can fit the rock mover 

over the entire group of rocks in order to move them into the house area and mop dirt from the 

entire area. In a 1x8 format, they must move rocks one at a time, increasing workload and 

timeline.

In addition, in 2x4 format the tech can easily 

scrape the back of the house without the 

danger of hitting rocks. If s/he hits a rock, it 

will damage the rock as well as the blade 

that then must be sent to Winnipeg for 

repair.

Thanks in advance for you attention and 

adherence to this practice.  And Happy 

Curling!

Micheal Stearns, President

Sheet 3 blues
Fellow Members,  

Some of you may have noted strange ice conditions lately on Sheet 3 at the Clubhouse end.  This 

is the result of a pebbling can spill in 

January, and Coolrocks is having a 

difficult time fixing it properly.  While 

efforts continue, there will possibly 

be ongoing problems until the March 

3rd and 4th flooding takes place.  

After that, it should be fine.  Thanks 

for your understanding.

Submitted by:  Glenn Rourke

Chair, Ice Committee

Yes, this is a coffee cup, but imagine a pebbling can….
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Controlling the curl by controlling ice friction 
Controlling ice friction is achieved in basically two ways. 

Pebbling: The first way is in the form of pregame preparation, in which fine water droplets 

are sprayed onto the flat ice surface. These droplets freeze into small "pebbles", which the 

curling stones "ride" on as they slide down the ice. See image.   

These pebbles reduce friction and

Sweeping: The second way to control ice friction (which is done during a game), is by 

having other players on the team "sweep" in front of the curling stone. The sweeping action 

removes any dirt or debris, but more importantly it also temporarily raises the surface 

temperature of the ice (by a small amount). This reduces the friction between stone and ice, 

which causes the stone to travel further and curl less. 

Reference:  https://www.real-world-physics-problems.com/physics-of-curling.html

enable the stones to travel farther 

(and curl less) than if the ice is not 

pebbled. 

The reason for this is because the 

pebbles form the contact area with 

the running band, which 

concentrates the weight of the 

stone onto a smaller ice area than 

if there was only flat (pebble-less) 

ice. 

This increases contact pressure 

which lowers the friction of the stone with the ice.  The stones travel farther, and curl less.




