
Foot fair, draw to a hair.    
Your stone being well directed.  

You’ll hit your aim and win your game.  
If you miss, be not dejected.  
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Super Bowl Sunday 
February 4th

Pre-game curling: 16:00
Kick-off:  18:30
Price:  $15      
RSVP:  office or
sign-up sheet

Super Bowl Menu

 Chili con carne with corn chips, sour cream, jalapenos, 
cheddar and olives

 Buffalo Chicken Pops 
 Skillet corn bread, garlic cheese bread
 Guacamole (if the avocados are ready) and Salsa
 Hot Dawgs (Esther’s Steamies) with all the trimmings
 Popcorn – air popped with olive oil, rosemary, salt and pepper 
 Desserts: A medley of sweet treats



Have you seen the above poster in the club window? Its purpose is to grab 
attention for an Olympic Open House to attract new members.  With interest in 
curling increasing as a direct result of the Olympic games, the RMCC hopes to 
capitalize on this.  So, please plan to come to the club February 17 from 1pm to 
6pm to convince new members to join or lend a hand (details below).

Do you know someone who might want to 
come?  Here are the details you can share 
with them: 

What:  Olympic Open House

Where:  RMCC, 1850 De Maisonneuve O, 
Metro Guy Concordia

When:  Saturday, February 17th, 2018, 
from 1pm-6pm

Why:  Come to our open house to learn 
about membership at the Royal Montreal 
Curling Club, learn to curl and to cheer on 
Team Canada at the Olympics!

*Bring clean running shoes and wear warm 
layers*

For more information:  (514) 935-3411

administration@royalmontrealcurling.ca
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Volunteers needed:  

We need volunteers to help with registration, 
give information to participants about 
membership, and to help on the ice. 

We are also doing a potluck of finger foods, 
so we are asking people to contribute with 
food, if they can.

And, as always, tell everyone you know about 
the event. 

See the link below to RSVP: 
https://goo.gl/forms/6S8BPUO0Hq1dZ5NX2 

Words of wisdom:  It is 
better to be known as a 
good sport than a good 
curler, but you can be 
both….. 
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Kurling for Kids – April 7th.  Start making your teams!
Kurling for Kids is a community fundraising event dedicated to improving the lives of children and 
their families by raising funds to allow children’s hospitals to provide leading edge medical 
treatments, programs and equipment which would otherwise be out of reach.

Kurling for Kids takes place in 12 curling clubs in Quebec.

RMCC members should start thinking now about entering teams in the one-day fundraising event on 
April 7.  

Save the date for 
St. Patrick’s Pub Night
March 14, 2018
Hosted by Greg Brown.  
Music. Green beer. Dancing.



February 2018News…from the Hack!

4

2018 Edition of the Lakeshore Bonspiel

Over the last several years, many of us have entered and enjoyed the bonspiel that is known simply 
as "The Lakeshore".  Comprising all six West Island clubs, it takes its participants from Lachine all the 
way to Hudson.  Each of the six clubs will host a final in one of the divisions: A through F.  What that 
means is that there is a level for everybody.  The Lakeshore Bonspiel committee is now accepting 
teams.  They are hoping to reach 90 teams this year.  Please click on the link below to enter:

https://www.sites.google.com/site/lakeshorebonspiel/current/inscription-registration

Submitted by Tim Lapin

Register by Friday, February 2!!!!

Special Bonspiel 
Some of the RMCC Ladies will be playing in a 
special Bonspiel Saturday, February 24th, 2018 
to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Montreal 
West’s Ladies Branch.

Ted Thompson Competition 
Ladies LCA Competition at the RMCC 
Thursday, Feb 22, 2018  
9:30am to 11:30am with a lunch following the 
competition
Lunch:  11:30am-1pm 

Cribbage Anyone?
Building on the last two year’s successes --
Andrew Wood won in 2016 and David Tait in 
2017 -- we will do the Cribbage Tournament 
again this year.  

We will keep the same format and I suggest 
we use Tuesday nights (either before or after 
curling games) as a placeholder for the 
games.   

It will be a fun way to socialize in addition to 
the food, conversations, pool table, and the 
odd sporting event on TV. 

Anyone interested in playing a little cribbage 
on Tuesday nights?  If so, please respond 
back to Jenny or me by February 6th and we 
will set something up!!!   

Good curling (and cribbage).

Submitted by John Morris

https://www.sites.google.com/site/lakeshorebonspiel/current/inscription-registration
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President’s message
Dear Members
I trust your 2nd half of the curling season is 
proving successful.

There is still time to improve your skills by 
participating in some of the available training.

Our Interclub group found that a little 
coaching does payoff with some wins.

With the departure of our manager, Irene 
Horbowy, Jenny Jasper, Administrative 
Assistant, has been very busy in the office on 
your behalf.

Please help her out when possible, and a 
word of encouragement makes everyone feel 
good.

We had a very successful Robbie Burns Night; 
Don’t miss the Irish Pub Night with live 
entertainment coming up soon.

Good curling.

Michael Stearns,  President

Message du président
Chers membres,
J'espère que votre deuxième moitié de la 
saison de curling présente du succès.

Il est encore temps d'améliorer vos 
compétences en participant aux formations 
disponibles.

Notre groupe Interclub a constaté qu'un peu 
de coaching rapporte avec quelques victoires.

Avec le départ de notre gestionnaire Irene 
Horbowy, Jenny Jasper, Adjointe 
Administrative, a été très occupée au bureau 
en votre nom.

S'il vous plaît, aidez-la quand c'est possible, et 
un mot d'encouragement fait que tout le 
monde se sent bien.

Nous avons eu une soirée Robbie Burns très 
réussie; ne manquez pas la soirée Pub 
Irlandais avec un spectacle en direct bientôt.

Bon curling.
Michael Stearns,  Président
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Speed of play…
Remember that a two-hour game (120 minutes) has only 57 
minutes of rocks in motion.  What are you and your teammates 
doing for the other 63 minutes? 

Curling is rock science, not rocket science.
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Good sportsmanship is the essence of curling, 
therefore, we should never be guilty of using behavior 
or tactics that might be considered unsportsmanlike. 
It is better to be known as a good sport than a good 
curler but you can be both, that is entirely up to you. 
Let good sportsmanship and fellowship of your game 
be carried over both on and off the ice.

Coach’s Corner:  Curlzone Curling Etiquette

Martin Cavanagh
chpc.coach@gmail.com

1. Be at the club well ahead of your scheduled game so that your teammates will not worry 
about finding a spare. (YOU are responsible to find your spare and not your skip)

2. If you cannot make your game, advise your skip well in advance with the name of the 
person replacing you

3. Keep yourself informed as to when your next game is scheduled by referring to the draw 
schedule posted on bulletin board or website.

4. Wipe your footwear thoroughly on the brush, mats and sticky pad provided for this purpose 
before stepping on the ice. All dirt found on the ice comes from players. Try to wear lint-
free clothing.

5. Be ready to start your game at the bell and on time. (8 ends= 2hours or less)

6. Before commencing play, introduce yourself if you have not already met.  Handshakes or 
physical contact are no longer custom due to the transmission of germs.

7. If you are the lead on your team, be ready, without delay to toss a coin with your opponent 
to determine who throws the first stone in the first end.

8. If you win the toss, your opponent has choice as to colour of stones.  It is RMCC tradition 
that blue stones are played by the skip with the most years as a member.

9. Once your opponent’s rock has crossed the near hog line, you should select and clean your 
rock, then take your place in the hack so that you are ready to go when your Skip gives the 
signal. Do not contribute to “Slow Play”.

10. Prevent “Rock Pics”.  Always clean the bottom of your stone before delivering it.
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Curlzone Curling Etiquette (continued)

11. Leads and Seconds are never to talk strategy in the house.

12. Skips should stand behind the hack, quiet and motionless, brooms horizontal or on the 
ground until their opponent has delivered the stone. 

13. Concentrate on delivering your stone directly in line with the skip's brush with the 
appropriate weight.  If your stone is delivered accurately on the broom with the correct 
weight, but does not do what is expected of it, you will have done your best and your shot 
will not be wasted since it has shown the skip the correct run of the ice.

14. After delivering/releasing your stone, your role is complete, please do not remain standing or 
kneeling on the sliding path.

15. When not delivering your stone, or sweeping a teammate's stone, keep well to the side of 
your sheet where you will not obstruct the vision of the skip or another player delivering 
his/her stone.  Never walk on the ice alongside another player.

16. When sweeping, always sweep ahead of the moving stone, never off the side of the stone.

17. Although many of your teammates’ stones will not require sweeping, always follow alongside 
each one as it moves down the ice so that you will be in position if sweeping becomes 
necessary.  Keep the path clean.

18. If your sweeping mate is a more experienced or effective sweeper than you, let them have 
their choice as to sweeping position, but always have this agreed upon before you start 
sweeping, otherwise your brush might accidentally touch the moving stone.

19. If, while sweeping a stone between the two hog lines, you accidentally touch it, declare it and 
immediately stop and remove the stone. If you touch the stone after the far hog-line, let it 
continue without interference until it has stopped. The opposition skip shall determine if the 
stone remains or is removed.  

20. If you accidentally touch an opponent's stone, declare it immediately so that the stone may 
be re-positioned satisfactorily.

21. Always concentrate on your game rather than the one on the next sheet of ice.

22. Be a good sport even in defeat.  Always congratulate each opponent at the end of the  game.
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Curlzone Curling Etiquette (continued)

23. Do not tell your Skip or teammate what shot to play or how to play it.  If they want your 
advice they will ask for it.  Let them decide their own strategy.

24. You may sweep or follow alongside your moving stone into the house as far as the T-line, 
but do not remain there.  Only Skips and Thirds have the right to remain inside the hog 
line and the Thirds must agree on the score each end.

25. Do not exhibit temper or disgust as a lucky break for your opponent, nor a bad one for 
your side.  Laugh off flukes.

26. Never taunt with remarks like "Nice guard for us", or "That helps us."  A player feels badly 
enough when she/he misses or the shot helps the other side without having it rubbed in.

27. Never attempt to distract an opponent's attention.

28. Never attempt to interfere with opponents’ rocks.

29. Never attempt to interfere with opponents’ sweepers.

30. Never walk across the ice when a player is delivering a stone.

31. Never block the sight lines of your opponents.

32. Wait for the score. Thirds are the only players allowed in the house while the score for the 
end is being decided. All other players should wait beyond the hog line until told by their 
Thirds that they may move into the house to clear the rocks.

33. When clearing rocks do not spend time putting them in numerical order; it is much faster 
to find your rock when its your turn to deliver.

34. After the game, place rocks in double rows of two, rather than a single row of eight, so 
that the ice technician does not have to move them in order to scrape the ice.

35. Skips should keep the game moving by supervising their teammates and minimizing 
delays in making decisions. Avoid long conferences or over-thinking your strategy and 
tactics. 
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Member profile: Doug Brown

Doug Brown
Member 1956

The Hack asked the RMCC’s longest 
serving active member for his 
answers to the following phrases.  
See more profiles next page.

There were other curling clubs too but for whatever reason I chose to go into Royal Montreal. 
The manager said OK to my joining the Club but I needed a proposer, a seconder and four letters 
from RMCC from members who knew me. As the discussion continued, I found out that I could 
not join until I turned 21 (in about four months). One of the partners where I worked was a 
member and he made all of the arrangements for me. I was the youngest member for about 10 
years. In the middle of all of this, I went back to Winnipeg and finished my CA there. I returned 
to Montreal and took two years of Business Communications courses at McGill.

When asked what I do for a living, I reply:

I was a CA (now CFA) and resigned as such shortly after retiring.

In the summer, you will find me:

I play a lot of golf (most of it rather badly) but I love the courses, the people and the exercise. 
I belong now to Kahnawaki and Dunany (near our summer home in the Laurentians).  All in 
all, I am lucky to have these activities. I play golf up North mostly with my two sons.

A passion and a pet peeve:

I can’t say that I have any but I do pay quite a bit of taxes of all sorts. I do like preparing tax 
returns.

I joined the RMCC because:
I had recently come to Montreal to continue my CA 
studies. I had failed a course in Winnipeg and that 
course was not required here. I began curling in 
Winnipeg when I was 10  and Granite Club had 
created a Junior section. I had become a pretty 
good curler by the time I came to Montreal. I 
looked in the phone book and there was a curling 
club downtown.
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Member profiles

Glenn Rourke
Member 2011

Yingjie Qian
Member 2014

The Hack
asked these 
folks to 
complete 
the 
following 
phrases:

I joined the 
RMCC because:

Sylvia wanted me 
out of the house.

When asked 

what I do for a

living, I reply:

I’m happily retired 
from BMO.

In the 

summer, you 

will find me:

at the Royal 
Montreal Golf Club.  
Fore!

A passion and a
pet peeve:

I need to survive 
the winter so I 
googled “Montreal 
downtown curling”.

Passion:  Convincing 
grandkids I am great 
at everything. Peeve: 
People who only want 
to talk about 
themselves.

Being the spoiled only 
child of my parents and 
a student of my 
supervisor.

Visiting family and 
friends in China, 
attending academic 
conferences and 
leisure travelling.

Passion : creativity 
that blows the mind.  
Pet peeve: people 
who don’t take ‘no’ 
for an answer.

cycling, music and 
cultural festivals, 
lawn bowling, a 
refreshment with 
good people.

finding practical and 
creative solutions to 
operational problems. 

I needed a change in 
my life and a pleasant 
excuse to spend time 
with people.

Passion: Being busy 
while continuously 
optimizing my choices. 
Peeve: Things that 
waste my time. 

Louis Bédard
Member 2014
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Upcoming club bonspiels
March 24 Jacques Cartier Friendly, Quebec City contact Pierre Malo

April 7 Kurling for Kids contact Andy Shatilla

April 9 Thistle Friendly contact Chris Foote

April 12 Pat Lid contact Jaime Hutchison

Wednesday guest speaker luncheons (upcoming)

Date Speaker/Subject

Feb. 7 Anna Gainey, President of the Liberal Party of Canada

Feb. 14 Prof. Graham Dodds, The State of U.S. Politics

Feb. 21 Prof. Tsz-Ho Kwok, 3-D printing and parts manufacturing

Feb. 28 Judy Martin, Patients come first

What’s this I hear?  Could it be the singing of Auld Lang Syne at the annual Robbie Burns Dinner?  
Looks like fun!  #atthetopofyourlungs
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The meats of the Centenary bonspiel:  Jim Mathewson (left) carves 
delicious roast beef, while Luc-André Girard (centre) slices the perfectly 
cooked ham.  The brisket (not shown) was carved by Tim Lapin.  Look at 
those hungry people! #getinmybelly

111th annual RMCC Centenary Cup results
Twenty-one teams played.  Congrats to the winning teams below:

Centenary Cup Champion

Whisky Point Curling Club

Skip:         Steph Perron

Third:       Nick Backman

Second:   Rob Philion

Lead:        Marc Philion

Thistle Trophy Consolation B

TMR Curling Club

Skip:         Patrick Bremshey

Third:       Robert Voyer

Second:   Patrick Leblanc

Lead:        Patrick Bellavance

Bruce Hutchison Memorial 
Trophy Consolation C

Club de Curling Longue-Pointe

Skip: Yvon Brunneau

Third: Mario Deschênes

Second: Carlos Schembre

Lead: Martine St-Amand

We hope to see you again in next year for the 112th edition. We are planning to host the Centenary 
Cup from Tuesday, January 8th to Sunday January 13th, 2019.

Submitted by Steph Perron
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In memoriam

William Ewart Stavert, 1934 – 2017

Mr. Stavert has been a social member of the RMCC since 2014.  His wife, Margaret, is currently a 
social member

Passed away suddenly at age 83 while visiting family in England. Beloved husband of Margaret (née 
Racey), son of the late Kathleen Rosamond and the late Ewart Stavert and brother of the late Mary 
Huguessen. He will be missed by his dear brother, the Most. Rev. A. Bruce Stavert and his loved 
stepchildren, Robert Legge (Dr. Jane Prichard); Wendy Legge (John Fursey), Suzanne Legge (Jeffrey 
Orr), Martha Legge (Timothy Fitzpatrick); his 12 grandchildren, Elizabeth and Jamie Legge, Elle 
Prichard, Alexandra, Deborah, Robert and Caroline Fursey, John, Will and Jackie Orr, and Colin and 
Jeffrey Fitzpatrick who knew him as their beloved 'Gramps'; as well as many nieces and nephews.

Oak Tree Farm in the Eastern Townships was especially dear to Bill as he spent hours walking and 
cultivating paths in the forest and tending to his vegetable garden with immense pleasure. He rode 
horses, a love he shared with his wife (of 32 years), Margaret.

Bill attended Lower Canada College, Bishop's University (BA '56), and on graduation from McGill 
University in Law (BCL '59) and admission to the Bar 1960, he joined the firm of McMaster, Meighen 
(later Borden Ladner Gervais) and became a partner in 1972. He was seconded to Price Waterhouse 
and to the Federal Department of Finance in Ottawa for short terms to study new tax reforms being 
introduced in Canada at that time. From there with his interest in the Wills and Estates group in the 
firm, he built one of Montreal¹s foremost Wills and Estates practices. His successful pleading at the 
Supreme Court of Canada transformed the law of Trusts in Quebec.

Bill was a devoted member of The Black Watch Royal Highland Regiment which he joined as a Junior 
Officer in the mid 1950's. He founded The Black Watch Canada Foundation and ultimately served on 
the Board and Executive Committee of the Regiment providing professional guidance and leadership 
until his retirement a few years ago. Bill served on the Board of The Douglas Hospital Corporation 
from 1968-1994 (as President from 1976-1994). He also served on Boards or Committees of The 
Canadian Heritage of Quebec, The Vimy Foundation, the Chawkers Foundation, Tyndale-St.George¹s 
Foundation, The Old Brewery Mission, The Hay Foundation and Bishop¹s College School Foundation. 
Bill was instrumental in supporting the War Flowers Exhibition currently travelling in Canada and on 
to Vimy, France. His interest in history prompted him to write a book on the stained glass windows of 
his church, The Church of St. Andrew and St. Paul, entitled 'Windows of History, Service and Sacrifice.
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Member survey:  Closing the loop

In April 2017, the RMCC membership committee surveyed members on their thoughts about their 
club.  To close the loop on this, here are the statistical results and a selection of comments.  

NPS:  net promoter score.  It is calculated by taking the combination of 10 people who rated 
this question between 0-6, 35 people who chose a rating of 7-8 and promoters who gave this 
question a 9-10.
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Member survey results (continued)

Like:
 Its location downtown and on a subway 

line. Also the history and its beauty
 The camaraderie in my league
 Members have become friends
 So welcoming.  Having the Learn to Curl.  An 

easy adjustment for a 1st time curler
 Atmosphere.  Friendly curling mates.  Well 

managed club.
 The social environment, availability of 

coaching, the space, the convenience of 
having a tab

Dislike:
 Club access, especially near the end of the 

season
 Expensive, compared to other clubs and the 

services they offer
 Management, the club has lots of potential 

and I feel it’s being underused.
 Parking availability
 Having to clean the ice
 Lack of communication
 Closed in summer
 The chairs at the observation window

Selected comments:
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37

35

10
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Member survey results (continued)

 More members
 Reducing the price of beverages (sodas, beer and wine) at the bar
 More communications towards members
 More social events outside of the curling year
 More things for families with kids
 Shower facility in the change room
 Better video projection facilities at lunches, projector attached to the ceiling, better audio
 Vegetarian food options
 More coaching from the pros
 No secrets
 Go back to traditions; it is a private club
 Broader spectrum of people in age, language
 Add spoons on Saturday afternoon
 Weekend leagues

What would make your membership more satisfactory?
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29

36

25
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Member survey results (continued)

Save the date: Closing dinner and awards night:  April 20


